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THIS PAPER IS CONSECRATED 
To 
THE MEMORIAL 


or 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 


OF WHOSE AFFLICTED COUNTRY, BEREAVED OF HER 


BRIGHTEST, GREATEST, AND MOST STEDFAST 
HOPE, IT MAY BE APPROPRIATELY SAID, IN THE 
WORDS OF AN ELOQUENT ANCIENT: 


Qua cum magna modis multis miranda videtur, 
Gentibus humanis regio, visenda fertur, 

Rebus opima bonis, mult4 munita virdm vi, 

NLL tamen HOC badbuisse VIRO PRACLARIUS in se 
Nec SANCTUM MAGIS et MIRUM CARUMQUE videtur. 


TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. 


THE shocking catastrophe which has recently 
curred, terminating the life of ALEXANDER 
‘{am1LTon, and which has spread a gloom over 
ur country, that will not be speedily dissipated, 
Jemands that the circumstances which led to it, or 
were intimately connected with it, should not be 
concealed from the world. When they shall be 
‘truly and fairly disclosed, however some may 
juestion the soundness of his judgment on this 
»ecasion, all must do justice to the purity of his 
views, and the nobleness of his nature. It will 
only here be added, that the authenticity of the 
documents, and the accuracy of the information, 
which we have at last obtained, are beyond any 
juestion ; and must put an end to all mistake or 
inisrepresentation. 

The following is the correspondence that pas- 
sed between General Hamilton and Col. Burr, 
together with an explanation of the conduct, 
motives, and views of General Hamilton, written 
with his own hand the evening before the meet- 
ing took place, and only to have been seen in the 
deplorable event that followed 


No. I. 


New-York, Fune 18, 1804. 
STR, 

I send for your perusal a letter signed Charles 
D. Cooper, which, though apparently published 
some time ago, bas but»wery recently come to 
my knowledge. Mr. Wan Ness, who does me 
the favour to celiver this, will point out to you 
that clause of the letter to which I particularly 
request your attention. 

You must perceive, sir, the necessity of a 


Jprompt and unqualified acknowledgment or de- 


nial of the use of any expressions which would 
warrant the assertions of Dr. Cooper. I have 


athe honour to be your obedient servant, 


A. BURR. 


General HAMILTON. 


ry 


Safar Tg OO] “GS il A CSUR OSS et eRe 4 







Be ce aR ate et SF: SSS 


PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY. JULY 21, 1804. 


No. fil. 


New York, Fune 20, 1804. 
SIR, 

I have maturely reflected on the subject of 
your letter of the eighteenth inst. and the more 
I have reflected, the mere I have become con- 
vinced that I could not, without manifest im- 
propriety, make the avowal or disavowal which 
you seem to think necessary. The clause pointed 
out by Mr. Van Ness is in these terms, “1 could 
detail to you a stil’ more despicable opinion which 
Hamilton has expressed of Mr. Burr.” To en- 
deavour to discover the meaning of this declara- 
tion, 1 was obliged to seek in the antecedent 
part of this letter for the opinion to which it 
referred, as having been already disclosed: ] 
found it in these words, “‘General Hamilton and 
Judge Kent have declared, in sudstance, that they 
looked upon Mr. Burr to be a dangerous man, and 
one who ought not to be trusted with the reins of 
government.” 

The language of Dr. Cooper plainly implies, 
that Ae considered this opinion of you, which he 
attributes to me, as a despicable one, but he af- 
firms that I have expressed some other, sti// 
more despicable ; without, however, mentioning to 
whom, when, or where. © ’Tis evident that the 
phrase ‘ still more despicable’ admits of infinite 
shades, from very light to very dark. How am 
I to judge of the degree intended ; or how shall 
I annex any precise idea to language so in- 
definite ? 

Between gentlemen, despicable and more despi- 
cable are not worth the pains of a distinction ; 
when, therefore, you do not interrogate me, as to 
the opinion, which is specifically ascribed to me, I 
must conclude, that you view it as within the 
limits, to which the animadversioirs of political 
opponents upen each other may justifiably ex- 
tend, and consequently as not warranting the 
idea of it which Dr. Cooper appears to entertain. 
If so, what precise inference could you draw, as 
a guide for your conduct, were I to acknowlege 
that I had expressed an opinion of you still 
more despicable than the one which is particular- 
ized? How could you be sure that even this 
opinion had exceeded the bounds which you 
would yourself deem admissible between puliti- 
cal opponents ? 

But | forbear further comment on the embar- 
rassment, to which the requisition you have made 
naturally leads. The occaston forbids a more 
ample illustration though nothing could be more 
easy than to pursue it. 

Repeating that I cannot reconcile it with pro- 
priety to make the ackhowledgment or denial 
you desire, I will add that I deein it inadmissible 
on Principle, to consent to be interrogated as to 
ihe justness of the inferences which may be 
drawn by others from whatever I may have said 
of a political opponent in the course of a fifteen 
years competition. If there were no other objection 
to it, this is sufficient, that it would tend to ex- 
pose my sincerity and delicacy to injurious im- 
putations from every person, who may at any 
time have conceived the import of my expressions, 
aeieesntty from what I may then Have intense. 
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or may alterwards recollect. 1 stand ready to 
avow or disavow, promptly and explicitly, any 
precise or ‘definite opinion, which I may be 
charged with having declared of any gentle- 
man. More than this cannot fitly be expectec 
from me ; and especially it cannot be reasonabl} 
expected that I shall enter into an explanation 
upon a basis so vague as that which you have 
adopted. | trust, on more reflection, you will see 
the matter in the same light with me. If not, 


I can only regret the circumstance, and must 


abide the consequences. 

The publication of Dr. Cooper was never seen 
by me till after the receipt of yourletter. Ihave 
the honour to be, &c. 


Col. Burr. A. HAMILTON. 
No. III. 
New-York, Fune 21, 1804. 
SIR, 


Your letter of the 20th instant has been this 
day received. Having considered it attentively, 
I regret to find in it nothing of that sincerity and 
delicacy, which you profess to value. 

Political opposition can never absolve gentle- 
men from the necessity of a rigid adherence to 
the laws of honour, and the rules of decorum. I 
neither claim such privilege, nor indulge it in 
others. 

The common sense of mankind affixes to the 


epithet, adopted by Dr. Cooper, the idea of dis-§ 


honour. 


It has been publicly applied to me§ 


under the sanction of your name. ‘The question § 


is not, whether he has understood the meaning 
of the word, or has used it according to syntax, 


and with grammatical accuracy; but, whether ff 


you have 
rectly, or by uttering expressions or opinions 
derogatory tomy honour. The time ‘ when’ is 


authorised this ap splication, either di- | 


in your own knowledge, but no way maf€rial to § 


me, as the calumny has now first been disclosed 
so as to become the subject of my notice, and as 
the effect is present and palpable. 

Your let 
for requiring a definite reply. 
to be, sir, your obud't, 


I have the honour 


A. BURR. 


General Hamilton. 


On Saturday, the 22d of June, Gen. Hamilton, 


ter has furvished me with new reasons B 


far the first time, called on Mr. P. and commu- § 


nicated to him the preceding correspondence. 
He informed him, that, in a conversation with 


Mr. V.N, at the time of receiving the last letter, § 


he told Mr. V. N. that he considered that letter 


as rude and ofiensive, and that it was not possi- : 


ble for him to give it any other answér, than 
that Mr. Burr must take such steps as he might 
think proper. He said farther, that Mr. V. N. 


requested him to take time to ¢leliberate, and § 
then return an answer, when he might possibly § 
entertain a different opinion, and that he would & 


call and receive it. ‘That bisreply to Mr. V.N. 
was, that he did not perceive it possible for him 
to give any other answer than that he had mer- 
tioned, unless Mr: Burr would take back his last 


letter, and write one which would admit of ag 


He then gave Mr. P. the letter § 
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Bherealter mentioned, of the twenty-second of 
i June, to be delivered to Mr. V. N. when he 


BM shovld call on Mr. P. for an answer, and went 


‘o his country house. 
The next day General Hamilton received, 


a while there, the following letter. 


A SIR, 


Colonel Burr the result of my last interview with ¢ 
@ you, and appointed the evening to receive his § 
M further instructions. Some private engagements, 
H however, prevented me from calling on bim till § 


above mentioned, in another interview with Mr. @ jess than an inquisition into his most confidentia: 


“ 
4 


SF 


Sev das Se 


we hs 


+ “iP, De Cae 


W SIR, 


= made a demand, in my opinion, unprecedented § 
and unwarantable. My answer, pointing out the § 


No. IV. 
JuNE 23, 1804. 


In the afternoon of yesterday, I reported to 


M this morning. Onmy return to the city, I found § : ; : 7 
; 5 y eA; 1 V.N. he desired Mr. P. togivehim, IN WRITING, 


tthe substance of what he had proposed on the® 
B part of general Hamilton, which Mr. P. did ing 


; fthe words following— 
to you than elsewhere, I have taken the liberty § : 5 


of addressing you this note, to inquire when and § 


upon inquiry, both at your office and house, that 
you had returned to your resideace inthe country. 
Lest an interview there might be less agreeable 


where it will be miost convenient to you to receive 
a communication. 
humble servant, 
W. P. VAN NESS. 
General Hamilton. 
Mr. P. understood from General Hamilton 
that he immediately answered, that if the com- 


munication was pressing, he would receive it at | 
his country house that day, if not, he would be at | 
his house in town the next morning at 9 o’clock. § 
But he did not give Mr. P. any copy of this note. § 


No. V. 


New-York, Fune 22, 1804. 


Your first letter, in a style too peremptory, 


# proper, you have increased the difficulties to 


explanation, intrinsically incident to the nature 


A of your application. 


f I have no other answer to give, than that which 


Shas already been given. 


i different, admitting of greater latitude, it is re- 
§ quisite you should explain. 


I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ALEX. HAMILTON. 
Aaron Burr, Esq. 


This letter, although dated on the twenty- 
second of June, remained in Mr. P’s possession 


# until the twenty-filth, within which period he had 


M several conversations with Mr. V. N. 

conversations Mr. P. endeavoured to illustrate J 
& and enforce the propriety of the ground general § 
Mr. P. mentioned to Mr. 


V.N. as the result, that if colonel Burr would § thing he has said. 


2 Hamilton had taken. 


twrite a letter, requesting to know, in substance, 
# whether, in the conversation to which Dr. Cooper 


Macter, general Hamilton would ccclare, to the 


' damilton would say on that subject, which is 


™ as follows: 


No. VI. 
« General Hamilton says he cannot imagine 
to what Dr. Cooper may have alluded, unless it 
were to aconyersation at Mr. Taylor’s, in Al- 


Sanat . o ca “pe.' ‘ m e-3 é oe M.. tine 


Your most obedient and very § 


If you mean any thing § 


In these} 


bany, last winter, (at which ate Taylor, he, and 
gen. H. were present). Gen. H. cannot recollect, 
distinctly. the particulars of that conversatien so 


as to undertake to repeat them, without running } 


the risk of varying. or omitting what might be 
deemed important circumstances. ‘The expres- 


sions are entirely forgotten, and the specific § 
ideas imperfectly remembered; but, to the best § 


of his recollection, it consisted of comments on 
the political principles and views of col. Burr, 
and the results that might be expected from 
them in the event of his election as governor. 
without reference to any particular instance of 
past conduct, or to private character.” 


After the delivery of the letter of the 22d, as 


No. VII. 
“ In answer to a letter properly adapted to 


ed his private character, either in the conversa- 


tion alluded to by Dr. Cooper, or in any other § 


particular instance to be specified, 
He would be able to answer consistently with 


his honour, and the truth, in substance, that the} 
conversation to which Dr. Cooper alluded, turn- § 
#ed wholly on political topics, and did not attri- 


bute to Col. Burr any instance of dishonorable 


B conduct, nor relate tg his private character; and 
fin relation to any otherlanguage or conversation 
bof General H. which Col. Burr will specify, a 


promptand frank avowal or denial would be given. 


On the 26th June Mr. P. received the follow- | 


_. ging letter:— 
a embarrassment, gave you an opportunity to take ag 


less exceptionable course. You have not chosen § 
Bto do it, but by your last letter, received this | 
iday, containing expressions indecorous and in- 


No. VIII. 
SIR, 
The letter which you yesterday delivered 
me, and your subsequent communication. in 


4 Col. Burr's opinion, evince no disposition on the 
Sart of Gen. Hamilton to come to a satisfactory 
H «of by a “definite reply,” you mean the direct } 
§ avowal or disavowal, required in your first letter, ¥ 


accommodation. The injury complained ofand 
the reparation expected, are so definitely expres- 
sed in Col. Burr’s letter of the 21st inst. that 


there is not perceived a necessity for further § 
R explanation on his part. 
H would resnit from confining the enquiry to any 
particular times and occasions must be manifest. & 
§ The denial of a specified conversation only, 8 
would leave strong implications that on other ® 


The difficulty that 


occasions improper Janguage had been used.- 


When and where injurious opinions and expres- £ 


sions have been uttered by Gen. Hamilton must 


§ be best known to him, and of him only will Col. 


Burr enquire. No denial or declaration will be 
satisfactory, unless it be general, so as wholly to 
exclude the idea that rumours derogatory to Col. 
Burr’s honour have originated with General 
Hamilton, or have been fairly inferred from any 


tion of this nature was demanded by Col. Burr’s 


; abe 9 letter ofthe 2istinst. This being refused, invites 
alluded, any particular instance of dishonourable § 
# conduct was imputed to colonel Burr, or whether 
there was any impeachment of his private char-§ 


the alternative alluded to in Gen. Hamilton’s let- 
ter of the 20th. 
It was required by the position in which the 


ge . gy controversy was placed by Gen. Hamilton on 
best of his recollection, what passed in that con-f 


versation: and Mr. P. read to Mr. V. N. af 
q paper containing the substance of what general § 


Friday last, and [was immediately furnished 
with a communication demanding a personal 
interviews The necessity of this measure has 


4 not, in the opinion of Col. Burr, been diminished 


by the general’s last letter, or any communication 


i which has since been received. I am consequent- 


ly again instructed to deliver you a message, as 
soon as it may be convenient for you to receive it. 
I beg therefore you will be so good as to inform 


ae » 


f obtain from Gen. Hamilton a declaration whether § TS OF UPON any occasion. 


a he had charged Col. Burr with any particular in- 
i stance of dishonorable conduct, or had impeach- 


A definite reply to a requisi- F 


? . : x 425...a* hh ele a 


me, at what wour t can have the pleasure of see 


fing you. 


Your most obed't and verv humble servt. 

| W. P. VAN'NESS. 

Nathanial Pendleton, Esq. 
June 26th. 
No. IX, 
é 26th Sune, 1804, 
Sir, 
Ihave communicated the letter which you 


;did me the honour to write to me of this date t 
s General Hamilton. 


lhe expectations now dis. 
closed on the part of Col. Burr, appear to him t 
have greatly extended the original ground of in: 


} juiry,and instead of presenting a particular and de. 


finite case for explanation seem to aim at nothing 


conversations, as well as others, through the whol 
period of his acquaintance with Col. Burr. 
While he was prepared to meet the particular 


fcase fairly and fuily, he thinks it inadmissibl 
athat he should be expected to answer at large as 
g'o every thing that he may possibly have said, in 


relation to the character of Col. Burr, at any 
) Though he is no: 
conscious that any charges which are in circuls 


B tion to the prejudice of Col. Burr have originated 


with him, except one which may have been so 
considered, and which has long since been fully 
explained between Col. Burr and himself—yet he 
cannot consent to be questioned generally as to 
any rumours which may be afloat derogatory to 


the characterof Col. Burr without specification of 


the several ramours, many of them probably un- 
known to him. 

He does not however, mean to authorize any 
conclusion as to the real nature of his conduct in 


relation to Col. Burr, by his declining so loose 


and vague a basis of explanation, and he disavows 


pany unwillingness to cometoa satisfactory, pro- 


vided it be an honorable accommodation. His 
objection is, the very indefinite ground, which 
Col. Burr has assumed, in which heis sorry to be 
able to discern nothing short of predetermined 
hostility. Presuming, therefore, that it will be 
adiiered to, he has instructed me to receive the 


j message which you have it in charge to deliver. 
s For this purpose I shall be at home and at your 


command to-morrow morning from eight to ten 


B o'clock. 


I have the honour to be respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
NATHANIEL PENDLETON. 
William P. Van Ness, Esq. 


No. X. 


Sir, 
The letter which I had the honour to receive 


a from you, under date of yesterday, states among 
f other things, that in General Hamilton’s opinion, 
Col. Burr has taken a very indefinite ground, in 
which he evinces nothing short of predetermined] 


hostility, and that Gen. Hamilton thinks it inad- 


H missible that the enquiry should extend to his 
confidential as well as other conversations. Ing 
this Col. Burr can only reply, that secret whis-f 
pers traducing his fame, and impeaching his 
honour, are, at least, equally injurious with slan-§ 
ders publicly uttered. That Gen. H. had at no} 
time, and in no plac, a right to usé any suchg 


injurious expressions ; and that the partial nega- 
tive he is disposed to give, with the reservations 
he wishes to make, are proofs that he has done 
the injury specified. 

Col. Burr's request was in the first instance; 


proposed in a form the most simple, in order 
that Gen. Hamilton might give to the affair 


that course to which he might be induced by 
his temper and his knowledye of facts. Col. Burr 


trusted with confidence, that from the franknessy 


of a soldier and the candour of a pen Jeman, he 
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distinct from political opposition, which, as | trust. 
has proceeded from pure and upright motives. 

Lastly, I shall hazard much, and can possibly gain 
7 nothing by the issue of the interview. 


On Friday the 6th of July, the Circuit being 
closed, Mr. P. gave this information, and that § 
Gen. Hamilton would be ready at any time after 
the Sunday following. On Monday the particu- 
i lars, were arranged and the public are but too 
i well acquainted with the sad result. 

The paper above alluded to is as follows :— 


night expect an ingenuous declaration. That 
if, as he had reason to believe, Gen. H. had 
used expfessions derogatory to his honour, he 
would have had the magnanimity to retract 
-hem; and that if, from his language, injurious 
inferences had been improperly drawn, he 
would have perceived the propriety of correcting 
arrors, which might thus have been widely diffu- 
sed. With these impressions, Col. Burr was 
zreatly surprised at receiving a letter which he 
considered as evasive, and which in manner he§ 
deemed not altogether decorous. In one expec- 
tation, however, he was not wholly deceived, 
for the close of Gen. Hamilton’s letter contain- 
edan intimation that if Col. Burr should dislike 
his refsual toacknowledge or deny, he was ready 
to meet the consequences. This Col. Burrf 
deemed a sort of defiance, and would have felt j 
justified in making it the basis of an immediate 






avoid it. There were intrinsick difficulties in the 

thing, and arizfictal embarrassments, from the man- 

ner of proceeding on the part of colonel Burr. 
Intrinsick, because it is not to be denied, that 













No. XI. 
Remarks on the letter of June 27, 1804. 


Whether the observations on this letter are 
idesigned merely to justify the result which is 
indicated in the close of the letter, or may be § favourable criticisms on particular instances of the 
intended to give an opening for rendering any § private conduct of this gentleman. 
| thing explicit which may have been deemed va- In proportion as these impressions were enter- 
gue heretofore, can only be judged of by the 
sequel. Atany rate it appears to me necessary 
not to be misundersieod. Mr. Pendleton is 
eas : therefore authorised to say that in the course of 
message. But as the communication contained the present discussion, written or verbal, there 
something concerning the indefiniteness of the f has been no intention to evade, defy or insult; 
request; as he believed it rather the offspring of By it a sincere disposition to avoid extremities if it 
false pride then of reflection, and as he felt the OPT uid be dots -with propriety. With this view 
most reluctance to proceed to extremities, while G. H. has been ready to enter into a frank and 
any other hope remained, his request was repeted free explanation on any and every object of af 
in terms more explicit. The replies and propo- specific nature; but not to answer a general and § 
sitions on the part of Gen. Hamilton have in abstract inquiry, embracing a period too long § Besides that colonel Burr appeared to me to as- 
Col. Burr’s opinion been constantly in substance for any accurate recollection, and exposing him § sume, in the first instance, a tone unnecessarily 
the same. ’ : to unpleasant criticisms from or unpleasant § peremptory and menacing, and in the second, po- 
Col. Burr disavows all motives of predeter- discussions with any and every person, who may §Sitively offensive. ‘Yet I wished, as far as might be 
mined hostility, a charge by which he thinks have understood him in an unfavourable sense. practicable, to leave a door open to accommoda- 
insult added to injury—He feels as a gentleman This (admitting that he could answer in a man-@tion. This, I think, wiil be inferred from the writ- 
should feel, when his honour is impeached or ner the most satisfactory to Col. Burr) he should J ten commnnications made by me, and by my 
assailed, and without sensations of hostility ori 4004. inadmissible, in principle and precedent, @ direction, and would be confirmed by the conversa- 
wishes of revenge, he is determined to vindicate and humiliating st practice. ‘To this therefore § tions between Mr. Van Ness and myself, which 
that honour at such hazard as the nature of the he can never submit. Frequent allusion has § tose out of the subject. 
case demands. ' been made to slanders said to be in circulation. I am not sure, whether, under all the circum- 
The length to which this correspondence has Whether they are openly or in whispers they | 
extended only tending to prove that the satis-@ yo form and shape, and might be specified, §COMmodate, than a punctilious delicacy will justify. 
factory redress, earnestly desired, cannot be} If the alternative alluded to in the close of the § If so I hope the motives I have stated will excuse 
obtained, he deems it useless to offer any Propo- F letter is definitively tendered, it must be accep- ge: 
sition except the simple message which f shall § ted; the time, place, and manner to beafterwards § It is not my design, by what I have said-to affix 
j have the honour to deliver. 1 regulated. I should not think it right in the midst § any odium on the conduct of colonel Burr, in this 


I have the honour to be, with great respect, f of a Circuit Court to withdraw my services from §case. He, doubtless, has heard of animadversions 
fof mine which bore very hard upon him ; and it is 





jtremely severe, and on different occasions, I, i 





removed by evidence of their being erroneous) o! 


of me by colonel Burr, in a general and indefinitc 
B form, was out of my power, if it had really been 
proper for me to submit to be so questioned ; but’ | 
s was sincerely of opinion, that this could not be, anc 












moderate and judicious friend whom L_ consuitec 




































‘ di and very humble sersant.& ; ‘ 
Your obedient and ae rng Aah B those who may have confided important inter- 
W.P. VAN NESS. fj 


Fests to me, and expose them to the embarrass-f 
’ ment of seeking other counsel, who may not have 
B time to be sufficiently instructed in their cause. 


rs : . all also want a little time to make some 
With this letter, a messare was received, such & I shall al ant ah mm. 
arrangements respecting my own affairs. 


Bas was to be expected, contsining an invitation, B 
4 an Ay | ; Armed Mip =— 
which was accented, and Mr. P. informed Mr. § 3 1 : on : 
Vv. N. te shanld Medes from him the next day as| The following paper, in the hand writting of : 
bs eatin particulars ® Gen. Hamilton, was inclosed with his will and 
; urther par ars. 


This letter was delivered to Gen. H. on the § S°™€ other papers, in a packet addressed to bus 
of his executors, which was of course not to have 


same evening, and,a very short conversation § : ; a Sa 
seewibi ehiliaiaed him and Mr. P. who was to call § Ucn delivered but in case of the parr ee, 
on him early the next morning for a further § C¥eMt Which has happened. As it contains a vee ated weteh vices F mines landel Tene ‘o -enietaiee 
iconference.—-When he did so, Gen. Hamilton tives and reflections on the causes that have ms to a e r Nant “se bir qe ae ey 4 8 - 
said he had not understood whether the message this fatal catastrophe it is deemed proper lo com- ) on : posasth baat a “i ry “ nf wae 
and answer were definitively concluded or whether § Municate it to the public. er ne ney SHE W SE WON OF Oe Soe 
another meeting was to take place for that pur- 
pose between Mr. P. and Mr. VW. N. Under the ; 
jatter impressien and as the last letter contained @” On my expected interview with colonel Burr, I} 
matter that naturally led to animadversion, he § think it proper to make some remarks explanatory 

agave Mr. P. a paper of remarks in his own hand § of my conduct, motives, and Views. e283 

H writing to be communicated to Mr. V. Neiftheg 1 was certainly desirous of avoiding this inter-] per in relation to similar affairs—I have. resolved, 

j State of the affair rendered it proper. f view, for the most cogent regsons. 

4 In the farther interview with Mr. V. N. that§ 

nday, after explaining the causes which had in 





some falsehoods. 











Wednesday morning, 
June 27th, 1804. 








Fought to satisfy his own conscience. 

I trust, at the same time, that the world will do 
ine the justice to believe, that I have not censured 
him on light grounds, nor frowg unworthy induce- 
sments. I certainly have had strong reasons for 
B what I lave said, though it is possible that in some 
particulars, I may have been influenced by mis- 
g construction or misinformation, It it also my 






























































to the country. 


No. XII. mee , “3 ; 
As well because it is possible that T may have 


1. My religious and moral principles are strong- § and it pleases God to give me the opportunity, ‘to 
be 8 ly opposed to the practice of duelling, and it would Preserve and throw away my first fire, and 1 Aave 
duced Gen, Hamilton to suppose that the state ever give me pain to be obliged to shed the biood § ¢ioughts even of reserving my second fire—and thus 
of the affair did not render it improper, he offer-# of a fellow creature in a private combat forbidden § 
gcd this paper to Mr. V. N. but he declined ® by the laws. 
B’eceiving it, alleging that he considered the @ 2. My wife and children are extremely dear to 
Correspondence as closed by the acceptance of Mme, and my life is of the utmost importance to § explanations on the ground. Apolugy from prin- 
* the message that he had delivered. Hm them in various views. ciple, 1 hope, rather than pride, is out of the ques- 
fH Mr. P. informed Mr. V. N. of the induce- -3. I feel a sense of obligation towards my credit- 9 tion. 
|™Ments mentioned by Gen. Hamilton in those ors, who in case of accident to me, by the forced To those who, with me, abhorring the practice 
R'tmarks, for the postponing the meeting until #sale of my property, may be in some degree suf- fof duelling may think that I ought on no account 
. the close of the Circuit: and as this was uncertain Aiecrers. I did noi think myself at liberty_as a man §to have added to the number of bad examples, | 
A Mr. P. was to let him know’when it would be § of probity, lightly to expose them to this hazard. Hanswer that my reative situation, as well in public 
I cohvenient. 4. 1 am conscious of no é// wi! to colonel Burr, -Q as private, enlorcing all the considerations which 
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fund to reflect. 
It is not, however, my intention to enter into any 

































injured colonel Burr, however convinced myself 
A that my opinions and declarations have been. well § 
8 founded, as from my general principles and tem-§ 


gif our interview is conducted in the usual manner, § 


| giving a double opportunity to col. Burr to pause 


But it was, as I conceive, impossiblé for me to § 


my animadversions on the political principles, cha- 
racter, and views of colonel Burr, have been ex-§ 


common with many others, have made very un-§ 


B tained with sincerity and uttered with motives and f 
for purposes, which might appear to me com-§ 
mendable,would be the difficulty(until they could be f 


explanation or apology. The disavowal required ff 


in this opinion, 1 was confirmed by that of a very § 


stances, I did not go further in the attempt to ac- J 


, 


probable that as usual they were accompanied with § 
He may have supposed himself } 
funder a necessity of acting as he has done. I hope 
# tue grounds of his proceeding have been such as | 


sts 


Band estcem, and prove an ornament. and blessifly & 
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constitule What men of tie world denomiate siv- 
nour, imposed on me (as I thought) a peculiar 
necessity not todecline the call. “The ability to be 
in future useful, whether in resisting mischief or 
effecting aod, in those crises of our public affairs, 
which seem likely to happen, would probably be 
& inseparable from a conformity with public prejudice, 
@ in this particular. . B. 

On the foregoing letters and papers, the Editor 
will make no comment. He submits them to the 
heart and understanding of every reader. 


WILL. 


In the name of God, Amen, I, At ExANDER 


g (Tamron, of the city of New-York, Counsellor tyamilton did not fire the first; and that he did not 


at Law, do make this my Last Wili and Testament, § 


as foliows: 
lirst. 
Mand Nathaniel Pendleton, of the cily ‘aforesaid, 


BM will, and I devise to them, their heirs and assigns 
as joint tenants and not as tenants in common, all 
my estate ival and personal whatsoever, and where- 
soever, upon trust at their discretion to sell and 

. dispose of “the same, at such time and times, in 

@ such manner, and upon such terms, as they the sur- 


# vivors and survivor shall think fit, and out of the § 


proceeds to pay all the debts which I shall owe at 
# che time of my decease ; in whole, if the fund be 
m sufficient, proportionably, if it shall be insufficient, 
m ind the residue, if any there shall be, to pay and 
deliver to my excellent and dear wife Elizabeth 
tTamilton,. 


Though if it should please God to spare my life, j 
m{ may look for aconsiderable surplus out of my § 
A present property: yet if he should speedily call me J 


to the eternal world, a forced sale, as is usual, may 
possibly render it insufficient to satisfy my debts. 
I pray God that something may remain for the 
maintainance and education of my dear wife and 
Schildren. But should it, on the contrary happen, 
that there is not enough for the payment of my 
debts, I entreat my dear children, if they, or any 
of them should ever be able, to make up the defi- 
ciency. I without hesitation commit to their 
delicacy a wish, that is dictated by my own. Though 
conscious that I have too far sacrificed the interests 
of my family to public avocations, and on this ac- 
count have the less claim to burthen my children, 


yet I trust in their magnanimity to appreciate, as § 
In so unfavourable § 


they ought, this my request. 
an event of things, the support of their dear mo- 


ther, with the most respecttul and tender attention, § 
fis a duty, all the sacredness of which they will feel. { 


Probably her own patrimonial yvesources will ] 
serve her fiom indigence. 


to them,.the most devoted and best of mothers. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscrib- 
ed my hand, the 9th day of July, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and four. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 


‘ Signed, sealed, published, and declared 
as and for his last will and testament, 
in our presence, who have subscribed 
the same in his presence, the words 
J. B. Church being above interlined, 


Dominic F. Brake, 
GrawaM Bure: tt, 
Tuero. B. VaLLeac. 


New-York, Surrogate’s Office, ssf 


July 16th, 1804. 


I vo hereby certify the preceding to be a true 
copy of the original will of Alexander Hamilton, 


M4 deceased, now on file in my oflice. 


SILVANUS MILLER, Surrogate. 


eg. Ca eA tee A 


I appoint John B. Church, Nicholas Fish, § 


ref 
But in all situations ff 
they are charged to bear in mind that she has been § 
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‘The above statement, contaiming tue tacts thal. 
led to the interview’ between General Hamilton = 
and Col. Burr, studiously avoided mentioning any 
particulars of what passed at the place of meeting. 
This was dictated by suitable considerations at the 
time, and with the intention, that whatever it might 
be deemed proper to lay betore the public, should 
be made the subject of a communication. The 
following is, therefore, now submitted. 

In the interviews that have since taken place 


Abetween the gentlemen that were present, they 
A have not been able to agree in two important facts 


that passed there—for which reason notiing was 
said on those subjects, in the paper lately publish- 


fed, as to other particulars, in which they were 
fagreed. 


Mr. P. expressed a confident opinion that Gen. 


fire at all at Col. Burr. Mr. V.N. seemed equally 
confident in opinion that General Hamilton did fire 
lirst—and, of course, that it must have been at his 


ue baa } antagonist. 
squires, to be executors and trustees of this my @ 


General Hamilton's friend thinks it to be a 


SACRED puTY he owes to the memory of that 


exalted man, to his country, and his friends, to 
publish to the world such facts and circumstances 
as have produced a decisive conviction in his own 


# mind, that he cannot have been mistaken in the 


belief he has formed on those points— 

Ist. Besides the testimonies of bishop Moore, 
and the paper containing an express declaration, 
under General Hamilton’s own hand, inclosed to 
his friend in a packet, not to be delivered but in 
the event of his death, and which have already 
been published, General Hamilton informed Mr. 
P. at least ten days previous to the affair, that he 
had doubts whether he would not receive and net 
return Mr. Burr's first fire. Mr. P. remonstrated 
against this determination, and urged many con- 


§ siderations against it, as dangerous to himself, and 


fnot necessary in the particular case, when every 


g¥cround of accommodation, not humiliating, had 


been proposed, and rejected. He said, he would 
a not decide lightly, but txke time to deliberate fully. 
It was incideutly mentioned again at their occa- 
sional subsequent conversations, «nd on the even- 
ing preceding the time of the appointed interview, 
he informed Mr. P. he had made up his mind not 
8 to fire at Col. Burr the first time, but to receive his 
i fire, and fire in the air. Mr. P. again urged him 
upon this subject, and repeated his former argu- 
ments. His final answer was, in terms that made 
an impression on Mr. P’s mind which can never 
be effaced, “ My friend, it is the effect of a RELI- 
g GIOUS SCRUPLE, and does not admit of reasoning ; 
it is useless to say more on the subject, as my 
A purpose is definitively fixed.” 
2d. His last words, before he was wounded, af- 
ford a proof that this purpose had not changed. 
When he received his pistol, and after having taken 
uis position, he was asked if he would have the 
hair spring set—His answer was, “ not at this 
time.” 
Sd. After he was wounded, and laid in the boat, 
Athe first words he uttered, after recovering the 
power of speech, were, (addressing himself to a 
genticman present, who perfectly well remembers 
Bit) * Pendleton knows I did not mean to fire at Col. 
Burr the first time.” 
4th. ‘his determination had been communicat- 
ed, by Mr. Pendleton, to that gentleman that morn- 
ing, before they left the city. 
5th. ‘Lhe pistol that had been used by General 
Hamilton, lying loose over the other apparatus in 
the case, which was open; after having been some 


f time in the boat, one of the boatmen took hold of 


it to put it into the case. General Hamilon ob. 
serving this, said, * Zuke care of that fristol—TIt 
is cocked—It may go off and do mischief.” This is 
also remembered by the gentleman alluded to. 
This shews that he was not seusible of having 
fired at all. If he had fired, previous to receiving the 
wound, he would have remembered it, and, there- 


ae ee ee, ete de ee is dae ne Vale ees i ek) Land ed oi i das Pk 


» Shout 
will yo 


lore, ave KNOWN twat the pistol couid not vo ofl ; 
but if afterwards, it must have been the effect of 


an involuntary exertion of the mitsclés produced action ! 
by a mortal wound, in which case he could nbét ciety U 
have been conscious of having fired. answel! 





6th. Mr. P. having so strong a conviction that jf I pr 
General Hamilton had fired first, it could not have of his 
escaped his attention, (all his anxiety being alive that w! 
for the effect of the first fire), and having no reason wishec 
to believe the friend of Col. Burr was not sincer my in 
in the contrary opinion, he determined to go to th: expres 
spot where the affair took place, to see if he could * Do 
not discover some traces of the course ef the bali you a 
from General Hamilton’s pistol. He took a frienc with a 
with him the day after General Hamilton died. And a 
and, after some examination, they fortunately founc with al 
what they were in search of. They ascertainec “Will 
that the ball passed through the limb of a cedar those « 
tree, at an elevation of about twelve feet and an agains 
half, perpendicularly from the ground, betwee; tion to 
thirteen and fourteew feet from the mark on whick ed.” 
General Hamilton stood, and about four feet wide the di 
of the direct line between him and Col. Burr, on rate a 
the right side; he having fallen on the left. The the Gi 
part of the limb through which the ball passed was contri 
cut off and brought to this city, and is now in Mr, sincer 
Church’s possession. ais wis 
No inferences are pointed out as resulting from ed, wh 
these facts, ner will any comments be made. They heart j 
ure left to the candid judgment and feelings of the saw hi 
public. faulter 
— in the 
BISHOP MOORE’S LETTER. roth 
Thursday Evening, Fuly 12, 1804. scene. 
Mr. CoLeMan, withot 
The public mind being extremely agitated by the By 
melancholy fate of that great man, ALEXANDER humb 
HAMILTON, I have thought it would be grateful that | 
to my fellow-citizens, would provide against misre- true ¢ 
presentation, and, perhaps, be conducive to the Let tl 
advancement of the cause of Religion, were I to give sitlop 
anarrative of some facts which have failen under my and c 
own observation, during the time which elapsed be- brace 
tween the fatal duel, and his departure out of this ileave 
world. pract 
Yesterday morning, immediately after he was narrat 
brought from Hoboken to the house of Mr. Bayard. wiich 
at Greenwich, a message was sent informing me tay at 
of the sad event, accompanied by a request from ais fr 
General Hamilton, that I would come to him for of one 
the purpose of administering the holy communion. J wa g 
I went; but, being desirous to afford time for 
serious reflection, and conceiving, that, under ex- 
isting circumstances, it would be right and prope! 
to avoid every appearance of precipitancy in per- 
forming one of the most solemn offices of our 
religion, I did not then comply with his desire. At ' 
one o'clock I was again called on to visit him. 
Upon my entering the room and approaching his _ On 
bed, with the utmost calmness and composure hej Tam. 
said, “ My dear sir, ycu perceive my unfortunate areey 
situation, and no doubt have been made acquainted hat 
with the circumstances which led to it. It is my vhat 
desire to receive che communion at your hands. I — 
hope you will not conceive there is any improprie- eee: 
ty in my request.” He then added, “ It bas for TI 
some time past been the wish of my heart, end it “ol 
was my intention of taking an early opportunity, of f ne *. 
uniting myself to the Church, by the reception of f a6 
that holy ordinance.” I observed to him, that he§ eg J 
must be very sensible of the delicate and trying tig 
situation in which I was then placed; that, hew- with 
ever desirous I micrht be to afford consclation to ag vith 
fellow mortal in distress, still, it was my duty, asa Banc 
minister of the Gospel, to hold up the law of GOD§ TI 
as paramount to all other law: and that, therefore, @ colur 
under the influence of such sentiments, ] must with 
unequivocally condemn the practice which hadg mare 
brought him to his present unhappy condition. Hes in th 
acknowledged the propriety of these sentiments 1nd | 
and declared that he viewed the late transaction§ cher 


I then asked 
PERIEEA: tn ER ne Bee keen 


with sorrow and contrition. 


one 
i 22 





him, 1 
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we 


» Should it please God to resiore you to neaith, sir, 
will you never be again engaged in a similar trans- 


Faction? aid wiltyou employ all your influence in §0- 


ciety to discountenance this barbarous custom ” His 
answer was, “ That, sir, is my deliberate intention.” 

I proceeded te converse with him on the subject 
of his receiving the Communion; and told. him 
that with Pespect to the qualifications of those, who 
wished to become partakers of that holy ordinance, 


3 my inquiries could uot be made in language more 


expressive than that which was used by our church— 
« Do you sincerely repent of your sins past! Have 


f you a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, 


with a thankful remembrance of the deathof Christ? 
And are you disposed to live in love and charity 
with all men?” He lifted up his hands, and said, 
+ With the utmost sincerity of heart I c&a answer 
those questions in the affirmative—I have no ill-will 
against Col. Burr. I met him with a fixed resolu- 
tion to do him no harm—I forgive all that happen- 
ed.” I then observed to him, that the terrors of 
the divine law were to be announced to the obdu- 


fate and impenitent ; but that the consolations of 


the Gospel were to be offered to the humble and 
contrite heart; that f had no reason to doubt his 
sincerity, and would proceed immediately to gratify 
ais wishese ‘The Communion was then administer- 
ed, which he received with great devotion, and his 
heart afterwards appeared to be perfectly at rest. 1 
saw him again this morning, when, with his last 
faultering words, he expressed a strong confidence 
in the mercy of God, through the intercession of 
the Redeemer. I remained with him until two 
o'clock this afternoon, when death closed the awful 
scene. —He expired without a struggle, and almost 
without a groan. 

By reflecting on this melancholy event, let the 
humble Believer be encouraged ever to hold fast 
that precious faith, which is the only source of 
true consolation in the last extremity of nature. 
Let the Infidel be persuaded to abandon his oppo- 
sition to the Gospel, which the strong, inquisitive, 
and comprehensive mind of a HAMILTON em- 
braced, in his last moments, as the truth from 
Heaven. Let those who are disposed to justify the 
practice of duelling be induced, by this simple 
narrative, to view with abhorrence that custom 


M viich has occasioned an irreparable loss to a wor- 


’ 







tuy and most ailiicted family; which has deprived 
his friends of a beloved companion ; his profession 
of one of its brightest ornaments ; and his country 
of a great Statesman and a real Patriot. 
With great respect, I remain 
Your friend and servant, 
Benjamin Moore. 


—_—— 


. FUNERAL OBSEQUIES. 


On Saturday ast the remains of ALEXANDER 
'TAMILTON were committed to the grave with 
every possible testimony of respect and sorrow. 
{hat distant readers may form some idea ol 
vhat passed on this mourniul occasion, we shal} 
sere present them with a regular and correct 
ccount of the whole scene. 


The military, under the command of Lieut. 
Cel. Morton, were drawn up in front of Mr. 
‘hurch’s house, in Robinson-strect, where the 
body had been deposited. On the appearance 
if the corpse, it was received by the whole line 
with presented arms, and saluted by the officers, 
vith melancholy nvusic by a large and elegant 


a dand. 


The military then preceded the bier, in open 
column and inverted order, the left in front, 


Hwith arms reversed, the band playing a dead 
4march, At twelve o’clock the procession moved 


in the following order, through Beekman, Pearl, 


g20d Whitehall-streets, and up Broadway to the 


hhurch: 
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‘Lobe Artillery. fb ELLOW-CITIZENS, 





The Sixth Regiment of Militia. ; 
Flank Companies. If, on this sad, this solemn occasion, I should 
Cincinnati Society. endeavour to move your commiseration, it would 
. . 2 ’ ; ; 4 »@$ © » ¢ 4 ste > e 
A numerous train of clergy of all denominations. be doing injustice to that sensibility which has § 
THE CORPSE been so generally and so justly manifested. Far § 
4 x 9 i 


With Pall B irom attempting to excite your emotions, I must 
Kn ra <2eeg try to repress my own; and yet, I fear, that, in- 
The General’s Horse, appropriately dressed. [J stead of the language of a public speaker, you 





His Children and Relatives. will hear only the lamentations of a bewailine & 
Physicians. friend. But I will struggle with my bursting 
Gouverneur Morris, the funeral orator, in his § heart, to pourtray that Heroic Spirit, which has 
carriage. flown to the mansions of bliss. , 
The Gentlemen of the Bar, all in deep mourning. Students of Columbia—he was in the ardent § 
The Lieut. Governor of the state, in his carriage. § pursuit of knowledge in your academic shades. 
Corporation of the city of New-York. when the first sound of the American war called § 
Resident Agents of Foreign Powers. him to the field. A young and unprotected 
Officers of our Arm; and Navy. volunteer, such was his zeal, and so brilliant his 
Military and Naval Officers of Foreign Powers. § service, that we heard his name before we knew 
Militia Officers of the State. his person. It seemed as if Gop had called him 
The various officers of the respective Banks. suddenly into existence, that he might assist to 
Chamber of Commerce and Merchants, save a world! as 
Wardens of the Port, and Masters of Vessels in The penetrating eye of WasHINGTON soon | 
the harbour. perceived the manly spirit, which animated his 4 | 
The President, Professors, and Students of Co-f youthful bosom. By that excellent judge olf ) 
lumbia College, in mourning gowns. men he was selected as an Aid, and thus he be- 
St. Andrew’s Society, mostly in mourning. came early acquainted with, and was a principal § 4 
Tammany Society. actor in the most important scenes*of our revo- 
Mechanic Society. lution. a 
Marine Society. At the siege of York, he pertinaciously insisted atl 
Citizens in general. om—and he obtained the command of a Forlorn § }* 
Hope. He stormed the redoubt; but let it be ; 


THE PALL WAS SUPPORTED BY ¢ 
recorded that not one single man of the enemy . 


General Matthew Clarkson, perished. His gallant troops, emulating the he- 
Oliver Wolcott, Esquire, roism of their chief, checked the uplifted arm, 
Richard Harrison, Esquire, and spared a foe no longer resisting. Here 
Abijah Hammond, Esquire, closed his military career. 

Josiah Ogden Hofiman, Esquire, : 
Richard Varick, Esquire, 
William Bayard, Esquire, and 
His Hon. Judge Lawrence. 


Shortly after the war, your favour no, you: 
discernment, called him to public office. You 
sent him to the convention at Philadelphia; he § 
there assisted in forming that constitution, which ] 
is now the bond of our union, the shield of cur 
defence, and the source of our prosperity. Ii 
signing that compact he expressed his appre- r 
hensions that it did not contain sufficient means & ab 
of strength for its own preservation; and that in a 
consequence we should share the fate of many & 
other republics, and pass through Anarchy to @ 
Despotism. We hoped better things. We con- & 
Aided in the good sense of the American people; 
and, above all, we trusted in the protecting § | 
Providence of the Almighty. On this important | 
subject he never concealed his opinion. He 
disdained concealment. Knowing the purity of & 
bis heart, he bore it as it were in his hand, ®& 
exposing to every passenger its inmost recesses. 4 | 
This generous indiscretion subjected him to cen- F 
sure trom misrepresentation. His speculative & 
opinions were treated as deliberate designs; and § 
yet you all know how strenuous, how unremit- 
iing were his efforts to establish and to preserve ff 
the constitution, Ii, then, his opinion was wrong § 
pardon, O! pardon that single error, in a life, de- & 
soied to your service. : 

At the time when our government was organ- 4 
ized, we were without fuids, though not without f 

FUNERAL ORATION. resources. To cail them into action, and establisi. B 
order in the finances, Washington sought for 3 

On a stage erected in the portico of Trinity @ splendid talents, for extensive information, and, 
Church, Mr. Gouverneur Morris, having four of Jabove all, he sought for sterling, incorruptible y 
General Hami.ton’s sons, the eldest about six- Jintegrity—All these he found’in Hamitron.—f} 
teen, and the youngest about six years of age, The system then adopted has been the subject g@ 
with him, rose and delivered to the immense fof much animadversion, If it be not without af 
concourse ih frontan extemporary oration, which, § fauli, let it be remembered that nothing human & 
being pronounced slowly and impressively, wasfis perfect—Recollect the circumstances of the & 
easily committed to memory, aud, being very f inmoment—recoliect the conflict of opinion—and. f 
soon afterwards placed on paper, is now pre. above all, remember that the minister of a repuo- 
sumed to be correct even te the language. Being § ic must bend to the will of the people The ad- @ 
shown to several gentlemen who heard it, they @ ministration which Washington lormed was one & 
all agree that it comes near enough to what was Mol the most efficicat, one of the best that any 
actually delivered, to be presenied as the oration # country was ever blest with, And the result 
at length. was a rapid advance in power and prosperity. ol 
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On the top of the coffin was the General’s hat 
and sword. His grey horse, dressed in mourning, 
with boots and spurs reversed across the saddle, 
was led by two black servants, dressed in white, 
and white turbans trimmed with black. 

The streets were lined with people ; doors and 
windows were filled, principally with weeping fe- 
males, and even the house tops were covered 
with spectators, who came from all parts to 
behold the melancholy procession. 

When the advanced platoon of the military 
reached the church, the whole column wheeled 
backward by sections from the flanks of platcons. 
forming a Jane, bringing their muskets to a re- 
versed order, and resting the cheek on the butt 
uf the piece in the customary attitude of eriet. 
Vhrough the avenue thus formed, the corpse, 
preceded by the clergy of different donomina- 
lions and Society of Cincinnati,and followed by 
the relations of the deceased, and diflerent pub- 
lic bodies, susenced to the gaat the band, 
with drums mucied all the tim€, piaying a pen- 
sive, solemn air. 
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which there is no example in any other aye or 
nation. The part which Hamilton bore is uni- 
































































4 tion was delivered by Gouverneur Morris, from e 
stage which had been previously erected in the 


laws. On his part, as from his lips, though with 
my voice—for his voice you will hear no more—let | 












versally known me entreat you to respect yourselves. Sportico of the church. The not#e given. to the Zz of 
His unsuspecting confidence in professions, which And now ye ministers of the éverlasting God, J orator was so short, his own feclings, anid those ef — 
he believed ® be sincere, led him to trust too much ff perform your holy office and commit these ashes of the audience so grect, that he was able only to paint . Hast 
to the undeserving. This exposed him to misre- § our departed brother to the bosom of the grave ! in an imperfect manner the character and services Beaks 
presentation. He felt himself obliged to resign. — fof the first and most beloved citizen. A little time Sr 
The care ofa rising family, and the narrowness of 8 The oration being finished the corpse was car-{ hence, more justice can be done to his transcen- at abe 
his fortune, made it a duty to return to his profes- § ried to the grave, where the usual funeral service dent merits; and the future historian will seize them Pree 
sion for their support. But, though he was compel- § was performed by the Rev. Bishop Moore. The § with eagerness to adorn his page. ae ats 
led to abandon public life, never, no, never for a[§ troops who had entered the church yard, formed § The General, during his short illness spoke witl Sng 
a moment did he abandon the public service. He Jan extensive hollow square, and terminated the gj the utmost abhorrence of the practice of: duelling, ang 
never lost sight of your interests I declare to § solemnities with three vollies over the grave. and has left his testimony against ite © This is hoes ti 
B nou, before that God, in whose presence we are # known to have been long his sentiment. He de- per 
yow so especially assembled, that in his most private During the procession there was a regular dis- | clared that he had ho ill-will against his antagonist. al 
f and confidential conversations, the single objects of charge of minute guns from the Battery, by af and had determined tu do him no barm ; professed pa 
Bliscussion and consideration were your freedom § detachment from the regiment of artilléry. The his firm belief of the Christian religion, and his phan S 
A and happiness. different merchant vessles in the harbor wore their p “tender reliatice on the mercy of Almighty God, or sil 
You well remember the state of things which § colours half mast both this and the preceding day. @ through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ,” he lables 
A aeain called forth Washington from his retreat to His Britannic Majesty’s ship of war Boston, devoutly received the holy sacrament, at his own pale 
5 lead your armies. You know that he asked for | Captain Douglass, at anchor within the hook, ap- @ atest rrquest. The witness of a man of such above ( 
# Hamilton to be his second in command. ‘That peared in mourning the whole morning, and at ten Bextensive powers and information, will outweigh cqpsce 
venerable sage well knew the dangerous incidents § o’clock she commenced firing minute guns, which that of an host of infidels. ‘This completes his cha- yond ti 
M4 ofa military profession, and he felt the hand ol g were continued for ty-eight minutes. Hts Majesty’ 8 racter, and demonstrates that he was good as well 
@time pinching life at itssource. It was probable f packet Lord Charles Spencer, Captain Cotesworth, ff 5 sreate “ How are the mighty fallen, and the The 
that he would soon be removed from the scene, and §j also was in mourning and fired an equal number of § Weapons of war perished !” “ Asa man falleth be- were OI 
that his second would succeed to the command. §ouns. Lhe French frigates Cybelle and Didon, fore wicked men, so fallest thou: And all the peo- \pponat 
™ He knew by experience, the importance of that § were also put into full mourning both this and the @ Ple wept again over him.” sion mM 
mS piace—and he thought the sword of America § preceeding day, with yards peeked; they also fired ~eapeed 
@ might safely be confided to the hand which now directec 


minute guns during the procession. It deserves 
also to be mentioned that the French Surgeons of 
these frigates went out to Mr. Bayard’s befere his 
death and offered their services. These affecting 
marks of attention will be gratefully received by 
our fellow-citizens, as evidence how highly the § 
, deceased was respected & esteemed by the French 
and English officers 
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Slices cold in that coffin. Oh! my fellow citizens, 
§ remember this solemm testimonial that he was not 
Zambitious. Yet he was charged with ambition ; 

and wounded by the imputation, when he laid down 
i his command, he declared, ijn the proud indepen- 
W dence of his soul, that he never would accept of 
many office, unless in a foreign war he should be 





It is with sentiments of the deepest regret that 
we announce to the public the decease of the great 
and estimable General Alexander Hamilton. No 
event since the death of the illustriousW ashington 
g has filled the public mind with more painful solici- 





















































4 called on to expose his life in defence of his coun- in doe taeda: tamil oll cite tna heen dit be de tude, or so much called forth the general sympathy The 
Atry. This determination was immoveable. It was § Phanaetet hora Sg Oar, hast ; ™ alates 6 and grief, as the event we now record. The loss the bod 
@ his fault that his opinions and his resolutions could Be = - th nee aby b: ater: } g of a character, so much respected in his profession, splendi 
not be changed. Knowing his own firm purpose, E tty’ pé ee Mie ot os melanc er su ce ¥ er: f so esteemed by the public, so beloved in the circles he exe 
fhe was indignant at the charge that he sought for a mh h f yi - 4 ; Sof it Our readers WIth & of private friendship, and of domestic life, is beyond his feel 
f place or power. He was ambitious only of glory, § lal CACN OF CHEM Nave Said OF il. ;the power of expression; and the manner of his ‘o infla 
' & but he was deeply solicitous for you. For himself B death !—Alas! it can be remembered only with lready 
B he feared nothing, but he feared that bad men § The Mercantile Advertiser. p mingled horror and regret. ightly 
E might, by false professions, acquire your confi-§ _ : __ § . Vain were the attempt to give even a hasty ament: 
@ dence and abuse it to your ruin. , Last Saturday were interred, with all possible g sketch of the various, the unequatied merit of the 0 the 
‘ Brethren of the Cincinnati—There lies our chicf! ‘ respect, the remains of general Mewar. Familien : prageninee deceased. —the task will be executed by | Jents, 
8 Let him still be our model. Like him, after long ere merece eerseet ane tenn A a: the 5 - _ r Hen Suffice it under the present im- and the 
® and faithful public service, let us cheerfully per-§ i am - vega Hip wena tees ache wr m9 Pp! Thar <4 et eri, lye to state liscour 
form the social duties of private life. Oh! he was hone ee oy er iy : 1 ‘equst sf o i, ne ; rat as a sofdzer through the whole of our revo- ometi: 
a mild and gentle. In him there was no offence ; no nepregaandletetcesic to oe ; “— anc gcedint did lutionary war, Gen. Hamilton was em inently dis- & utteran 
guile. His generous hand and heart were open to all. f they witness so mournful a scene. It renewed § tinguished. He w as one of the few select friends 
: . their grief for the death of Washington, to see his Gof the commander in chief, often tried, and as 
. Gentlemen of the bar—Y ou have lost your @ fried and counsellor cut off in the highest vigor of fj often approved. His cool and active valour in 
§ brightest ornament. Cherish and imitate his €X- # his faculties, and the United States deprived of their § storming the redoubt before York Town will never 
ample. While, hke him, with justifiable, with t creat earthly stay. Abe forgotten. Afier such a splctdid proof of bra-f On: 
4 laudable zeal, you pursue the interests of your Immediately after his decease the bells announc- § very, was it necessary again to put it to the test, in ; nilton 
C ents, remember, like him, the eternal principles © § 6g that he was no more. Qn the morning of the § compliance with a false notion of honour and a mis- sonoul 
justice. = 2 day of his funeral, all the bells were muffled, and § conceived resentment ? Althou 
Fellow Citizens—You er long, witnessed his®tojled from six to seven o'clock. They began Asa statesman, Gen, Hamuiton added still great- teath | 
Py } professional sia and felt his unrivalled elo- again at ten and cont:nued util the procession Fer honour to bis name. To him we are principally § colle 
fa ciucice. —You know how well he performed the § reached the church. The sLips in the harbour g indebted for the national constitution and the sys- cknov 
a duties of a citizen—you know that he never courted B exiibited the usuri tokens of mourning, and minute § tem of laws under which we now live. It was his slette 
By our favour by adulation or the sacrifice of his own § guns were fired from the forts, and from American § hand that traced the outlines of ovr most important te +d 
A judgment. You have secn him contending against f and foreign armed vessels. ‘The bells again tolled § municipal institutions. Yo him we owe the plans . ofa 
4 you, and saving your a 4 interests, as it were: § trom seven to cight in the evening. j for the organization of our National Treasury, the Wate 
fi in spite of yourselves. f th you ee feel and ty o rhe procession consisting of the military, the provisions for the payment of the public debt, for B* » dhe 
- joy the benefits resulting from the nee enersy Ol Cincinnati, the clergy of all denomin rations, the #the establishment of the banks, of the mint, and = 
i his conduct. Bea uw this testimony to the memory a eentlemen of the bar, and students at law, strangers, § the whole revenue system of our country. te ‘ 
iq of my departed friend. J charge vou to protec: his fame § the ditferent corporate bodies, the several societies, § As a dawyer he was unrivalied at the bar. His an . 
4 —It is all he has left—all that eet poor orphan § together with the citizens, was very large. Al! § talents and eloquence gave him a decided ascend- ia 
children will inherit from tent tather. But my § vied with one avother in testifying their sense of § ency in his profession, which however was softened The 
i eee ages that ares yosi.g ny Ai treasure tof the worth of the illustrious man deceased, and by the most unaffected modesty, and the utmost bhai 
} Ae ‘—o" a oly anh ay he ee oe the irreparable loss which the country had sus- courtesy and gentleness, | sfoup 
those who so icit your favour. isregarains @ tained. The sides of the streets were crouded and §# As a man no one was more highly esteemed for F nd Jo. 
By professions, view their conaact, and on a doubttul the windows were filled with spectators, and many Bhis perfect integrity, truth, candour, ~and eo ‘alas 
bg cecasion ask, Would Hamslion have done this thing * @ climbed up into trees and got on the tops of houses. @ spirit, than the unfortunate deceased. He enjoyed, J alpen 
M  =Youell know how he perished. On this last § Not a smile was visible and hardly a whisper was # (and no man ever better deserved it) the unlimited sg agg 
scene, I cannot, I must not dwell. It might ex-f to be heard, but tears were seen rolling down the § confidence of his friends and fellow citizens. tillain, 
sf cite emotions too strong for your better judgment. § checks of the affected multitude. ish 1 


t antecter ; j As a christian we ave happy to add‘ he has noth 
Pa Suffer pot your indignation to lead to any act which When the front of the procession had advanced § left the world to doubt of his faith and Aofie. In his} 


R nivht again offend the insulted majesty of the | as fat as Trinity church, they halted; and an ora- § last hours he has spe a oon on Pron: character by de-§ 


SOP BT A Ty a oe eT LY Wak Pie Pee Seon as a es Sek gee has oe eee Se are ES PER AEB ER Ce nye AIOE ND ae ee LL EAGRS PE SOR SSE SED 












ers » 














































THE PORT FOLIO. 234 


wr aa? ire 7? - > hn . ‘ a4 ; Cb ww we BO > tis wl Hew ot ®t ” i “ 
Be as J : - * . * . ‘ a Z Sa od 3 F ; d f Mm J he + CG ye, a. x 


‘caring bis firm belicf in the merits and atonement 
a Saviour, by avowing bis trust in Redeeming 
vace, and by requesting and receiving in attesta- 
ion of hisJaith, the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
er. 

Hasty and imper fect as the foregoing outlines 
may be, they will recal to the public mind, those 
mpressions of exalted merit which we are sure 
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When all tags were arranged and the Gin of fot New-sork aud ine Luited States of Ameri. 
arms and the bustle of the croud had subsided, the § have sustained in the death of Gencral Hamiiiton. 
orator rose and approached the front of the stage §. That a cominittee be appointed to carry the forc- J 
under which the Corpse of GENERAL HAMILTON ## going resolutions into effect and to make such fur- 
was placed. Mr. Morris thus addressed the audi- (ber arrangements relative thereto as thay be suii- 
ence? g able to the occasion; and that the following gentle- 

The editor then gives the oration to the best of 8 meu compose the committee. 
his memory, and with very considerable accuracy. 




















> 





‘ John C. Stocker, Joseph Marsh, 

will never be obiiterated, will never cease to be che- ‘Thomas Fitzsimons, Thomas Haskins, 

rished with a melancholy pleasure. The soldier, ’ ¢ : George Latimer William Lewis, 

the statesman, the man of pre-eminent talents and Phe above documents are carefully copied § Elias Boudinot, William Rawle, i 
worth, is gone, but his virtues will be held in me- from. the N ew-¥ ork Herald, conducted by Jacob oerry Manual Eyre, and 

nory, will be admired and recorded wherever William Coleman, Esq. and well known as § oS: ser ree See 


, : Godfrey Haga, : 
a paper most powerfully supporting the poli- eee ae 


tical doctrines of Genere! Hamiiton. Mr. And, That the proceedings of this meeting be § 
Coleman has evinced his signal sorrow for j subscribed by the chairman and secretary, and pub- § 
the loss of this Great Man, in a manner § lished in all the papers of this city. 
which reflects a powerful lustre on his genius, THOMAS WILLING, Chairman. 

judgment, and sensibility. 


The Editor of the Port Folio would 
equal wrong to his warm feelings, and to his § 
DELIBERATE OPINIONS, if he omitted to com- 
mend, with the strongest emphasis of praise, 
the magnanimity and piety of the dying 
Hamitton, the pathetic and salutary letter 
of Bishop Moor, the eloquent and appro- 
priate panegyric of Gouverneur Morris, 
and the manly, explicit, and noble statement 
of Judge PenpLeTon. 


there is a heart to feel or a tongue to repeat the 
eulogy due to departed worth. 


r 


With the deeply afflicted consort, and the or- 
# phan children of the deceased General, the public 
a will sincerely sympathise. Zeir loss is incalcu- 
lablee May heaven support them on this trying 
joccasion. May they enjoy consolations from 
above (for the world can now have few for ‘hem _) 
cansolations which are neither few nor small, be- 
f yond the reach of accident and change. 

The remains of the late General Hamitton 
were on Saturday afternoon deposited in the * house 
\ppointed for all living.” The mournful proces- 
sion moved from his friend Mr. Church’s in Ro- 
inson street about eleven o’clock, in the order 
directed by the committee of arrangements ; and it 
was not until near two that the rear reached Trinity 
church, so numerous were the citizens who joined 
in paying this last tribute to the memory of the 
jlustrious dead. We never witnessed in this coun- 
‘ry, or in Europe, on any similar occasion, so-ge- 
ierally a sorrow, such an universal regret, ora 
ceremonial more awful and impressive. 


Attest, 
Ws. Merepir#, Secretary. 


At a meeting of the Members of the Bar of the City of 
Philadelphia, held at the County Court, on Monday, 
the 16th of July, instant, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, Vhat uniting in the general grief for 
the death of Alexander Hamilton, we feel it our 
duty to testify our deepest regret for his loss, asa 
member of the profession to which he had returned 
E after a series of public labours, in which the emi-{ 
fnence he had attained was only surpassed by the 
variety of his excellence, in which exalted genius 
}incessant industry, and disinterested patriotisn 
‘ ns , j enlightened and defended, enriched and dignified < 
TRIBUTE OF RESPECT.+.The citizens of Phila-§ nation, which must ever feel for him the strongest 


delphia, Southwark, and the Northern Liberties, § obligaticns of gratitude, affection and regret. 
assembled agreeably to public notice for the pur-H# To the general testimony of sorrow we claim the 
pose of adopting proper measures for the expres- B yioht of adding our peculiar tribute and ef deploring 
sion of thair grief at the untimely fate of their § iy joss which the science of jurisprudence, resoriec J 
deceased fellow-citizen, major-general ALEXANDER 9} 1, by him for the concluding employment of his 
Hamitron—their admiration of his virtues and § valuable life, has sustained by his untimely anc 
his talents—and their gratitude for the eminent ser- A unexpected end. 
vices, which as a soldier and a statesman, he has Resolved, That the members of the bar, in the 
rendered to his country. icity of Philadelphia, in testimony of their sorrov 
S for the death of Alexander Hamilton, counsellor 
at law, will respectfuliy wear black crape on thei 
hats for the space of thirty days. 

JARED INGERSOL, Chairman. 
Joseru Horxinson, Sec’ry. 


ee 


PHILADELPHIA, uly 17. 


The arduous task of delivering an oration over 
the body of the deceased was committed to the 
splendid talents of Mr. Gouverneur Morris ; and 
he executed it in a manner highly honourable to 
his feelings. He sought not, in the course of it, 
‘o inflame those passions in the people which had 
ready risen to no ordinary height, but touched 
ightly on the circumstance which produced the 
amentable event; and dwelt with peculiar felicity 
2 the public and private virtues, the uncommon 
Jents, the great usefulness. the inflexible integrity 
and the real patriotism of his departed friend. — His 
liscourse was necessarily sliort, for his sensibility 
ometimes almost deprived him of the power of 
utterance. 


Resolved, That a national tribute of respect to 
the memory of departed heroes and statesmen, not f 
only excites an emulation of their glorious example, § 
but constitutes the purest reward of their toils and 
their virtues; and that such a tribute is justly due 
to the memory of Alexander Hamilton: 

That in imitation of the pious example of the f 
deceased, in the closing scenes of his life, exhibit-§ 
ing an illustrious proof of the benign influence of § 
the religion of our forefathers, the citizens, in their § 
respective places of worship, on Sunday next, will 


render their prayers of thanksgiving to Gop, for Resolved, Vhat having longcontemplated the virtues | 
his goodness 1 in having blessed our bation with men B ,g talents of Alexander Hamilton, as a bright and 
Fe SE, RENE pareve het safety, § eminent object of imitation, they sincerely deplore § 
her honour and welfare ; and especially for having Bap. toss which th ey liave sustained in being depriv- | 
thus long continued to us the eminently useful § 


2 : ed his example. 
talents of the deceased. , .  § ‘Thatasa memorial of the lively sensibility which 
That. the rat. ae pana of the several denomina- # has been excited by his death, they will wear black § 
trons be reqnested to Spe ate on the same day up- crape on their hats for thirty days. 
on the irreligious and pernicious tendency of a cus- g JOHN E. HALL, Chairman. 
tom, which has deprived our country of one of her 


Ata meeting of the Students of Law, in the City of 
Philadelphia, convened at the County Court on Mon- 
day, the 16th instant, for the purpose of adopting 
proper measures to testify their respect for the 
Memory of *lexander Hamilton, Counsellor at Law, 
it was unanimously 


os 


> a 


The American Citizen, 


¢ 


On Saturday last the remains of General Ha- 
nilton were intered, accompanied with military 
f sonours, in the family vault, Trinity Church yard. 

\lthough the period which elapsed between his 
B ieath and his funerai was but short, yet the lively 

“ecollection of his Revolutionary services—his 

cknowledged superior genius—his transcencent 
| alents—his private worth—his sterling integrity, 


— 







“pgicg cra 2p aR Dk a ag best and most mvaiuable citizens, and has proved so § Gro. Cymer, jun. Sec’ry. 
; fatally destructive to the happifiess of his family. —— La 
igor to testify their high sense of these virtues That arrangements be made for having the bells From the Political Register * 
y every demonstration ofrespect. ‘There was a throughout the city muffled and tolled during the } te é 
ery general suspension of business, and the day, and that the merchants will direct the masters } The deplorable termination of General Hamit- & 
treets were uncommonly crouded with specta- § of heir ships in the harbour to display their flags A Ton’s career of usefulness to hfs country, and § 
OPS half mast high. ; ° Belory to himself, hes excited, among all deno- Re 
The scene was impressive; and what added That, as a further demonstration of our grief for § Minations of cur fellow-citizens, the strong emo. E 
inspeakably to its solemnity, was the mournfu}® his loss and our respect and affection for his memo- § ious of sympathy and gricl, which his long and 
sroup of tender boys, the sons, the once hopes§ ry, such of the citizens, as may consistently with § faithful public services, his great and splendid B 
nd joys of the deceased, who, with tears gush.ng J their peculiar religious principles; will wear black fg talents, his firm and inflexible gvipaiee Desig active ® 
‘om their eyes, sat upon the stage, at the feet of 8 crape round their left arm for thirty days. and undaunted bravery, his nobly, disiiterested ‘ 
he orator, bewailing the loss of their parent! It That a copy of the proceedings ‘of this meeting # ard magnanimous patiotism demanded from a ri 
was too much; the sternest powers, the bloodiest § be transmitted by the chairman to the mayor of the just and gratefui people. % 
villain, could not resist the melting fscene. I city of New-York—that the sincere and heartfelt The soldier oi the revolution laments, in deep & 
vish 1 could goon and describe the sensations | felt § condolence of the city of Philadelphia, Southwark, ff afllietion, the loss of the Hrro, who was the § 






-Nd those which were manifest on every counte- 
< nce. 


and the Northern Liberties, be tendered to him and 


generousand affectionate friend of his youth— @ 
to his fellow-citizens, for the loss which the state 


the unwearied and gallant associate of his toils 
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aud dangers—and under whose auspices the bon- 
ours and glory of our country never would have 
faded, nor its independence and happiness have 
ever been subverted. 

The Agriculturist, the Merchant, and the 
Artificer regret, with unaffected concern, the 
m4 death of the STATESMAN, by whose indefatiga- 
able labor and exalted genius, our finances were 
§ restored to order and arrangement—public credit 
was established—commerce invigorated—man- 
# ufactures revived—and the means of our present 
unexampled prosperity, and growing greatness 
4% -rought into full and active operation. 





































































































The lawyer deplores the loss of a brother 
4 CIVILIAN, the purity of whose professional life, 
in all the rage for party defamation, has never 
m@ been questioned—whose eloquence and learning 
shad neither rival nor detractor—whose talefits 
never were exerted in the cause of injustice 
a neyer yielded to the insolence of power, or jus- 
i tified the practice of oppression. 

The friend of science mourns over our priva- 


B the» highest intellectual endowments—whose 
sevenius had penetrated the inmost recesses 
fof literature, and whose imagination was as bril- 
@ liant and vigorous, as his judgment was intui- 
@ tively strong. 

The Moralist and the Christian, while indignant 
gat the powerful but wicked and barbarous laws, 
which custom has prescribed and sanctioned, 
weep over the lamentable sacrifice, which a high 
and delicate sense of honour, a pure and ennobled 
a regard to fame and reputaticn have yielded to 
@ jealousy and resentment. 

S The liberal and patriotic Ministerialist, with 
BS what ardovénd violence he may have opposed the 
Founder of Federal politics, while living, is yet 
grieved, sincerely grieved, that our nation should 
be deprived of powers which conferred honour 
upon man. 


And the Federalist, who has long listened with 
wonder and delight to the just precepts of politi- 
cal science, which have issued from his lips— 
who has surrendered to his wisdom and integrity 
the post of his Protector, and most influential 
of his advisers, is overpowered with anguish for 
his friend, and sinks imo despondence for his 
country. 

AMICUS. 


Poulson’s Daily Advertiser. 


When society has sustained a loss so severe as 
that of Alexander Hamilton, the occasion demands 
the most public expression of our grief. 

The attempt-to pourtray, for the information of 
ithe living, merits known so universally as his, is 
indeed a superfluous office; but posterity has a 
right to require of the cotemporaries of a great 
# man,even such a tribute, as the passing hand of a 

daily editor can bestow. 

m Mr. Hamilton united those qualities which se- 
parately distinguished the soldier, the staiesman, 
the scholar, and the gentleman. 

His early adherence to the American cause, his 
voluntary services in the field, the rare union of 
calm intrepidity and impassioned enterprize, the 
aumanity which, when necessary, could suddenly 
i check the uplifted arm, the precision which guided 
che ardor of combat and selected the moment of 
conciliation, recommended him to the confidence 
of ene, whose esteem was truly honour, and whose 
‘mploy ment conferred real praise. 

Gen. Washington took Col. Hamilton from his 
‘ezgiment, and in the service of an aid-de-camp 
iuring the rest of the war, aithough he lost the 
ypportunity of gradual increase of rank, he enjoy- 

d the high advantage ef an intimate connexion 
vith one of the first of human bein s, and of co- 
watin 
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stion of the Scholar, whose mind was the seat of 
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hucd bis former course, in the etfective termina 
tion of the war. 


The peace, which succeeded, unfolded powers 
and energies adapted to civil life calculated for the 
benefit of nations, and by a happy coincidence of 
events, employed on those objects, for which they 
seemed to have been created. 


In the formation of a constitution which com- 
bined the opposing interests of different states, and 
created a new political body from materials seem- 
ingly repulsive to each other, a constitution which, 
if wisely administered, and preserved from open, 
or insidious breaches, might confer prosperity on 
ages yet unborn; in.this mighty work Mr.“Ha- 
milton was one of the principal agents. 


His powerful and unwearied exertions in the 
convention of New-York secured its advantages to 
the state from which he had remained in the ge- 
neral convention the sole representative, and his 
luminous and forcible commentary, under the sig- 
nature of a Federalist endeared itto the whole con- 
tinent. 

The disordered state of the public finances ren- 
dered the treasury department, at that time, the 
most arduous that could be undertaken. It was 
conferred upon him before whom difficulties had 
been accustorned to vanish, and the incongruous 
matter has been moulded into a system which 
those who envied his genius, and opposed his poli- 
tics, have been compelled to pursue without alter- 
ation, or if alterations have been attempted, with- 
out improvement on the original. 


Not enriched by public employments, he return- 
ed in 1795 to the labours of the bar, in which he 
soon regained and surpassed his former eminence, 
and his fellow citizens, particularly the commer- 
cial part of the city of New-York, accustomed to 
repose on his quick comprehension, sound judg- 
ment, extensive learning, commanding eloquence, 
and unremitting fidelity, will be among the first 
sufferers by his death. 

That a man, in whose character even this imper- 
fect sketch presents so much to admire, should fall 
avictim in the prime of life, to a custom so barba- 
rous, almost the only relick of the middle age 
when ignorance, force, and superstition overwhelm- 
ed the polished forms and lettered refinements of 
socicty in the south of Europe, is much to be la- 
mented. Duelling, which sprang from the single 
combats of the Goths, an imaginary and unhallow- 
ed appeal to Heaven, has survived almost all the 
other vestiges which the northern barbarians left. 


The arts, the sciences, the graces of civilised life 
have resumed their empire and chased away the 
grosser habits of their former conquerors; but it 
still remains a pripciple, that a man of honour in- 
vited to expose his lite, the interests of his family, 
the confidence, the trusts of his fellow-citizens 
reposed personally in him, to the unauthorised wea- 
pon of a private opponent,’ must incur the peril of 
the combat, or submit, in the opinion of many, to 
be deemed dishonored. 


‘Is legislation then so weak as to be unable to 
substitute some greater disgrace on him who ac- 
cepts than him who refuses the challenge ? Can no 
mode be suggested by which the imputation of 
cowardice, which men fear so much, can be thrown 
upon the challenger? And is it not time to relieve 
ourselves from a slavery so odious, when we see that 
it now numbers, among its victims, one of the 
greatest ornaments of the age? 


The elegant encomium, with the Signature of 


“ Amicus,” which we reprint from the Register, 
is an eloquent and affectionate tribute to the me- 
i mory of the Illustrious dead. We add, with pecu- 
Nar pleasure, that with one disgraceful and ‘nfamons 
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exception the editors of the daily papers of Philadel]. 


phia, have manifested their respect for the memory 
of HaMILTon, in panegyric the most pathetic, libe- 
ral, ingenious, and sincere. 

With respect to the city at large, its grief has 
been, by no means, limited in extent, or feeble jy, 
expression. Thrusting aside, as unworthy consj- 
deration, the rancorous Jacobin, the scoffing deist, 
the snivelling fanatic, and the imported scoundrel, 
we have heard the voice of deep lament from every 
side. All, who have a tear for pity, all good and 
true men, all genuine Patriots, the votaries of Chris. 
tianity, the votaries of Genius, every magnanimous. 
every virtuous individual have bewailed the private 
loss, and THE PUBLIC CALAMITY. On the Satur- 
day, when this national misfortune was first re- 
ported in the city, the Editor, as he took his 
melancholy rounds, was struck with the contempla- 
tion of the general anxiety; and when he beheld 
those who wept for the fall of Hamilton, and those 
‘who were indignant at its cause,’ he could not 
avoid remembering a picturesque description by a 
great historical Painter. Neque populi aut pedi: 
ulla vox ; sed attoniti vultus, et conversz ad omni« 
aures- Non tumultus, non quies; sed quale mag- 
ni metis et MAGNZ 1R2 silentium est.’ 


An animated and rhetorical writer in Major 
Jackson’s paper, among other striking topics 
of praise, introduces, with great feeling and 
effect, the following memorable sentences. 


When we say that HamtLTon is DEAD! we 
can add nothing to the cause of grief—when we 
remember how he lived! we can add nothing to 
the lustre of his fame. 


We have remarked, with signal satisfaction, 
that with very few exceptions, the respectable 
Society of Friznps have testified a sincere 
regret for the hapless lot of Hamitton., Though 
their peculiar tenets preclude a Sad Ostent, in 
memory of the dead; though they wear no th; 
cloaks nor customary suits of solemn black, yet theirs 
is the sagacity to discern the value of a great 
Statesman, and theirs is the silent sorrow, which 
muses at his loss. 





*.* The friends of the Editor are very respect- 
fully notified, that the publication of the Port Folie 
has been postponed, that he might present a com: 
plete and accurate view of a most sinister event, 
which has overwhelmed America with affliction. 
Notwithstanding his utmost pains, and his fervent 

eal to exhibit all that is plausive and respectful o! 
that GREATNESS and GOODNESS, so conspicuous in 
the character of General HamILton, it is appre- 
hended some omission or some error may appear 
from the very eagerness of the Editor to do aml: 
justice to the subject. Hereafter, the coLuMN o! 
HamIvTon’s FAME may be indicated by no random 
or feeble han. Meanwhile, 1 t us remember the 
pathetic prophesy of the classic Historian, which 
‘Tacitus has not applied with more truth to Julius 
Agricola, than it may be applied to ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON, 

Quidquid ex illo amavimus, quidquid mirati su- 
mus MANET, MANSURUMQUE est in animis homi- 
num, in zternitate fama rerum. Nam multos vete- 
rum velut inglorios et ignobiles oblivio obruet. {le 
Posteritati narratus et traditus, suUPERSTES ERIT. 
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